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_” It the Blau of the . bs upon 
l; and ęſtabliſt thou the Work of our © 

Hande 4 upon us, yea, lle Vert — 
N eftabli iſh 't thou- . 


{ N E Title ing . of this Plats 
1 bears, that Moſes the Man of God is 
the Penman thereof. This Epithet, 
8 5 Nas of God, is frequently given tothe . 
Pro n ble the Old Teſtament, and ſometimes 
| 26 Miniſters of the Church under the Neu Te- 
ſtamedr. as 2 Tin. iti. 16, 17. All Scripture is gi- 
ven by Inſpiration of God, andir profitable for Doctrine, 
| Reproof, &c. that the Man of God 'may be penſoct. 
* Tin. vi. 11. But thou, O Man of God, lee theſs 
Things." * Moſes was called of God to take the _ 
Charge an Overſight of the Church in the Wik 
derneſs; God ſet im a art for this great Truſt; 
And Farniſhed him eminently for i: And the Spirit . - 
of God gives him this honourable Teſtimony; Tot LE 
85 4 Servant he was faithful in all Ged't Houſe, Heb. 
ji. 5. Here we may obſerve, that it becomes alt 
that ſit in Maſer's Chair to imitate him in Paithfal- 
| Hel, and in the whole of their Deportment to ſheww 

thettiſelves to de Men of God, as we heard, the 

laſt Occaſion of this Nature, from the forecined 2 
1 2, i gy 3787. 
This P/alm is a Pra yer ef. whatia he hs: _ 
wail ho Calamities that befel the Church and 


«LY 
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Pra 7 
may obſerve, that all the e Churth-Miniſters a are net 


' Phetſantneſs > Let the Plea fantneſs of the Lord be 


bles, and alſo us prays his the Tokens of di- 

vine Dif iſpleaſurk might be vemoved. that the Lord 

may e with Mercy unto his People, 13 & 1 ge 
bo tax” that he may build up his Church, and g 

Wn elf in their Sight, aud! in the Sight of t eir. 

after them, 18 e. Mer was i Man 

pen de many Times ſtood un the Brach, 


5 = turned away Wrath from thi Sole} People,: and 


yed down Bleſſings upon them. Here a gain we 


only called to go. for God, and from, him, tegtheir 
3 — allo 15 7 8 their Ace, 

$0 g from. their People, BY 8 for om: 2 God, 
and to be mportunate; with r. Bleſſings upon 
them : Therefore I 1. * will IH be oe. 
to. diſcourſe, on this ſion, vpon a et | 
. — the Man of _— Forth See attern 1 
to be imitated by every one, but elpecially 

who, in regard of their Office, bear the 

nes Fi Character of 170 gf God. K is che 


laſt . Verſe of this Palm I. bs diſcourſe upon. 
which contains the Coogluſi 900 1 Moſes's Prayer, 
andi it v have w/o very enſive Petitions: 


The firſt wbereof is, Aud les the Beauty of the To a 


aur Cod be upen 85, Where we may notice, iſh, 
the Bleſſing prayed for, and that is the Beauty o 


the Lord. The original Word is by ſome: rendred | 


upon us; let us enjoy that. x. hich Weder 
fant in his Sight, zhat wherein he; delights and tate 
Pleaſure. But I ſhall keep by the Phraſe our Tran- 
ſlators uſe, being as agreeahle to the Original as 


other. The Beauty here prayed for is called 


the Beauty of the Lord. The Church is Chriſts 
: ſpiritual * 


em the, 2 yh Pele 


| theſe 1 the Beauty yed for may be 
We th e Beauty « of the Air] * os 
| 2 2 n for whom'this Bleſſing 


de Og 
1 ; e Church of 1/raet in the Wilder- 


neſs was a lively Emblem of the Church militant in 
all ſucceeding « renerations. Though the Church, _ 


While here, is ſtill in the Wilderneſs, Sill i in a mili- 
rant State and Condition, yet, when the Beauty of 
the Lord is upon her, there is ſuch a Splendor and 
| Glory abo "Rn ; as doth dilting guiſh ber from all 
the reſt of the World beſide. 
34%. The Church's Relation to God is here aſ- 
ferted + : Our Cod. This People in the Wilderneſs. 
were ſeparate from the reſt of the Nations; Ged 
| had brought them within the Bond of his Covenant, 
and taken, them for his peculiar People. A View 
of the Church's, Relation to the Lord Jeſus, her 
Head and Husband, may give Strength and Courage, 
1 ile and Vigour, to the | Faith of his e and 
People in Prayer. 
The ſecond Petition * Moſes,” in my Fext, 5 is, 
Efdlihs thou the Warks of our Hands upon us. W here, 
firſt, we may notice ſomething implied, namely, 


their Hands were at Work, they were. not idle: 


Mofes eſpecially, and others with him, whom God 


employed in carrying on and advancing his own 


Work in the Church, they prayed, and joined Di- 


gence with their Prayer; 801 e whemlelves 


1 100 
& x 
* 4 «+, " * * * 
* 


. 1. The Glory _ of the Lord Tz Ae tbee. On 


thy Church and People i in the - 


— 


r 


- IPO r 


a became hie vers and "Hip 


fl 
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” T * 
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the Church | in the W ilderneſs. | 
2 % * We may here Bee bete der % 


pray ed for, namely, That the Lord may eſtabliſh 


the Work of their Hands. The rd rendred | 
eſtabliſh, is ſometimes rendred to direct or ordet, 


as Pſalm xxxvii. 23. 4 good Man's Steps are order- 
el ly the Lord. Direct or order the Works of s dur 
Hands; that is, direct us to ſuch Meaſures as may 
moſt tend to thy Glory, and the Good of thy Church 


and People: But the Word is uſually where to 
eſtabliſh or confirm ; „aud two Tig may be im- 


ported in it. Firſt, When Moſes prays that God may 


eſtabliſh the Work of their Hands, it is a Prayer 


for divine Aſſiſtance in the Work; as if he had 


aid, Lord, put to thy own Hands to thy Work in 


our Hands, or, Hold thy Hands about our Hands, 
aſſiſt and ſtrengthen us in the Work. When the 
Under- Workers are furniſhed and ſtren ngthned by 
the Lord for tbe Work, then the Work goes on 


more pleaſantly. Again, 2dlj. It f is a Prayer that 


the Lord may append his Seal to his own' Work a 
mongſt their Hands. When the Lord crowns the 
Labours of his Servants with Succeſs, then he fhew's 


that he is in them, and with them of 'a Fruth, 


*This is his Seal to the 'Work of their Hands : 4 and 


when he thus ſeals the Work, then the Work of 


their Hands may be faid to be eftabliſhed. I wall 
take in both theſe, namely, Succeſs and Aſſiſtance, a 
imported in this Prayer, in the Doctrine Fam to 
3 55 from ih. 85 
3h. We may here 1 obſerve the doub]- 
g of the Petition, Eſtabliſh thou the Work of our 
990 andi, yea, the Work of our Hands eſtabliſh thou it. This 
imports the Senſe they had of the great Neceffity 
of the Lord's * his 83 to the Work, by 
Arengthoing 


n — 
3 n , 


Ny” 
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ry us alſo their ardent and fervent Impors 


offer the two following Doctrines. | 
Dor. I. That it it mucho be heed by all, but 
eſpecialh by the Church's Watchmen and Overſeers, 


that the Beauty of the Lord may be upon his Church and 


hy «9b © 90 
- Doer. II. 7. hat flek hn God e in corrying 
15 ie oun Mort, ould be . with yo; 
—m ance and Succeſs from im. 

Docr. I. That it is much to 1. Jefired by _ 5 
775 cially by the Church's MWatehmen and Overſeers, 


= that the Beauty of the Lord may be upon the Church. 


This is the Prayer of Moſes, the Man of God. for 
the Church and People of God, and in their Name, 
Zet the Beauty of the Lord our God be upon us. Here 


+ | 1 wall ions deavour to ſpeak A little of this Beauty of 


1 Wo Church. according to 1 Pattern ſhewn in 


the Lord, which is ſo much to be deſired. 20%. 1 


N 3 
4 their Flands, and making the Work 
tunity for it. Ftom the Words, thus pane a 5 : 


% 


will fiew that it is the Duty, in a ſpecial Manner, of 


the Church's Watchmen, to be concerned that the 


Beauty of the Lord may be upon the Church. 


gdh." I ſhall ors a Word N are of ane 
Uſe. 1 £2 / {> Fr 


N. What is Ns beauty of the Lord which is ; 


fo much to be deſired upon the Church? boo 


© T'anfwer,” There are three Things that contriduth 
to the Chureh's Beauty, to wit, Purity, Power and 
Unity: All theſe three are much to be deſired, 
and Where they are the "4 a Lord 25 be 


faid to be upon that Church. fi 


trine, Worſhip, Government and Diſcipline, unte 
the Word of God; when every Thing is done in 


the 


1 There is the Beauty of Purity. The Church's P 
Purity doth; confiſt in the Conformity of her Doc- 


C% 5 
3 2 Lord commanded; Mö - Exod. 
XXv./:40-. The Doctrine of the Church is pure, 


when it is all, IRA from; that, pere Fawatoin, of 


Truth, the lively Oracles of God's 7e the Law 
and to the Teſtimony, if they ſpeak not according 101 
Mord, it is becauſe: their is m Ligbi in them, Iſa. viii, 
20. Her Ordinances of Worſhip are pure, when 


| they are ſuch as God hath commanded or warrant- 


ed in his Word, without any Mixture of human 


Additions or 1 which the Lord Jeſus ooh ; | 
i cody 


demns as vain Will. Worſſup. Matth. xv. g. In 
vain do they war ſbip me. teaching. ſar Daftrines the 
Commandments of Men. The Church's Diſcipline is 
pure, when her Cenſures are ſuch 8s God hath ap- 
pointed in his Word; and truly theſe are all {pt 
ritual; For the Weapons of aur Warfore are nal cernal. 
2 Cor. x. 4. The Church's Government ie pure 
when ſhe i is governed by. ſuch Officers a Chriſt bath 
appointed in bis Word. and alſo hy ſueh at ba 
himſelf bath inſtituted, every one 'them-afting 
in a gubor dination to one another. and al 


of them in Subordination to the Lord Jeſus, the e 


ly Head, King. and Lord of his Heuſe, on whoſe 
Shoulder the Government is laid, Iſa. ix. 6. 1} 

Aly. The Beazty of  Pawer is much tu de. de- 
fired — In the Verſe prececding our Text 
Meſer prays, O let thy Work and Pemen af pom before 
thy Servants. and ſhew thy Glory to their Chilaren. 


This David defired: to Ice, even the Tower and 
Glory of God in the Sanduary. Palm.” Inv. | 2+ © 


The Beauty of divine Power cnnſiſts in the ſpeei: 
al Preſende of the Lord in the Church withirhe Or- 
dinances of his on Inſtitution ind Appolptment: 
God is ſaid to ſhine ont of the Chureh. Efaln. b 2. 


Out of Zion Gad bath foined: This imports his ſpe- 


; . en in Zian yea, the eh is the Hilk 
where 


9 


3 . 1 


09 

3 be: 3 to n 5 bent. 10. The 

Church is his Reſt, P/a/m. exxxii. 14. This is my 

Reſt for et er Here will I dwell, for I have deſired it. 

God is ſaid to be in the Midſt of her, P/alm. xlviii. 

5. In the Midſt of her, in her Bowels, ſo the origi- 

nal Word fig nifies ; he is her Life, her Soul. The 

Lord in the „Midtt of her is her Beauty and Excel- 

lency : The Church, and all the Ordinances there- 

of, is like a Body without Life or Soul, when the 
divine Preſence is not in her; but when divine 
Power is exerted with the preaching of the Word, 
and other Ordinances of Worſhip, then the Wea- 
pons of our Miniſterial Warfare are ſeen to be 
mighty through God, to the pulling down of ſtrong 
Holds; 2 Gor. x. 4. Then through the Greatneſs 
of his- Power his Enemies are conſtrained to bow, 
Pſalm Ixvi. 3. There may be ſome Meaſure of Pu- 
rity here there is little Power; but it will be found 
that theſe two go frequently together. When the 
Church loſeth the Beauty of Purity, the Beauty . 
Power will quickly depart ; and when the Beaũty 
of Power departs, the my of PRA "Py not t 
ſubſiſt. iro 

the The n of Unity, is yl to be deſt- — 
red alſo. The Spirit of God commends it as good 
and pleaſant for the Members of the Church to 
dwell together in Unity, P/alm exxxii. 1. Behold. 
how: good | and how-pleaſant is it for Brethren to dwell 
together in Unity. How pleaſant ; it is the lame” 
Word which in our Text is rendred Beauty. The 
Church's Unity conſiſts in Harmony in Doctrine 
and Practice amongſt her Members; when they al, 
and eſpecially her Watchmen, /peak the /ame Things, EH 
and are knit together in Love and Affection to one 
another, then the Beauty of Unity may be ſaid to 
de upon che Church. Purity and Power muſt. needs 
oncur to the Beauty of Unity and Harmony; 1 | 

- els 


leſs Unity have Purity for its Baſis and Foundati- 

on, the Beauty of the Lord is not in it: And if 
the Beauty of Power depart from a Church, Unity 
upon the Baſis of Truth will not long remain. 


When the Lord departs from a People, he takes 
his Peace away with him, and then a perverſe Spi- 


rit is mingled amongſt them. a 


The /econd Thing I propoſe, upon this Doctrine. 


is, To ſhew that it is the Duty of the Church's 


Watchmen, in a ſpecial Manner, to be concerned 3 
that the Beauty of the Lord may be upon the 


Church. No doubt all the Members of the Church 


ſhould pray, Let the Beauty of” the Lord our God be ; 
upon us But it is incumbent, in a ſpecial Manner, 


upon the,Church's "Overſeers, to be concerned that 


this ſpiritual Beauty may be upon the Church; to | 


this they are ſpecially obliged by virtue of their 


Office, and on the Account of the Truſt, with re- | 


, | 9 to the Church's Beauty, committed to them. 
This will appear, if we conſider the following 
„ 8 l 


1ſt. With reſpect to the Purity of the Ordinan-„ 


ces of divine Inſtitution, there is a ſpecial Charge 
given to the Church's Watchmen, that the Church 
receive no Spot upon her Doctrine, her Worſhip, or 
Government; if ſhe receive any Damage through 
their Fault, this will be required at their Hands. 


The Church of Philadelphia is commended for her 
Purity, Rev. iii. 10. Thou haſt kept the Mori of ny 
Patience. She had ſome Meaſure of the divine Pre- 


ſence with her too, Verſe 8. I have ſet before thee an 
open Door, and no Man can fhut it ; for thou haſta little 


' Strength,"and haſt kept my Word. She is the Church 
that amongſt all the ſeven has the faireſt Character, 
and the largeſt Commendation. Purity, with ſome 
Meaſure of the divine Preſence, was her Beauty, | 


N | _ Crown 
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Crown and Glory. And what is Chriſt's Charge 
to the Angel of that Church, or her Watchmen 
and Overſeers? We have it in the 11th Verſe, Be. 
hold. I come quickly : hold that faſt which thou haſt, 
that no Man take thy C ou. 
. 2dly, With reſpe& to the Beauty of Power, 
ZW thongh Miniſters cannot command the Wind of 
the Spirit to blow, (the Lord is ſovereign, and 
comes and goes, with reſpe& to his ſpecial and gra- 
cious Preſence, as he pleaſeth) yet it is incumbent 
upon them, and that in a more ſpecial Manner, to 
cry. Andlet the Beauty of divine Power be upon ns, 
| if we conſider them, 1/7. As the Lord's Remem-- 
| brancers in behalf of the Church; 2d4y. As they 
are the Church's Watchmen. 21/7. If we conſider 
them as they are the Lord's Remembrancers in be- 
half of the Church, it is incumbent upon them to 
ut him in Remembrance of his Church, and to 
plead with him on her Behalf, /a. Ixii. 7, 8. I have _ 
= /ct Watchmen upon thy Walls, O Jerulalem, which ſhall 
vever hold their Peace Day, nor Night. Ye that male 
Mention of the Lord, keep not Silence, and give him 1a. 
= Reſt, till he eſtabliſh and make Jeruſalem à Praiſe in the - 
= Earth. Ye that make Mention of the Lord; in the Mar- 
gin it is rendred, Je that are the Lord's Renembran- 
cers. And who are theſe? No doubt all the People of 


God may be called his Remembrancers, but ſurely 


Miniſters are ſuch in a ſpecial Manner: They are 
ſuch by virtue of their Office, and it belongs to 
them, above others, to cry; Remember thy Congrega- 
tion which thou haſt purchaſed of old, &c. Pſalm Ixxiv. 
2. 2dly. If we confider Miniſters as they are the 

Church's Watchmen, it belongs to them, in a ſpeci: - 
| al Manner, to be concerned that the Beauty of 
the divine Preſence may be upon the Church. 
This will appear if we notice two Things that are 

#4 e incum⸗ 


#2 007 * * 
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incumbent ſpon them as they are abs. Church's 
Watchmen. 1. It belongs to them te watch a- 
gainſt thoſe Evils that may provoke the Lord to 
remove the Beauty of his gracious Preſence from 
his Church :. They ought carefully to obſerve theſe 
Corruptions, whether in Principle or Practice, 
which may ſin away the divine Preſence: It be- 
longs to their Office to ſhew unto the Lord's Peo- | 
ple their Sins, to the Houſe of Jacob. their Tranf- | 
greſſions, Iſa. lviii. 2, 24%. As they are Watch- 
men they ſhould notice the Departure of the ſpi- 
ritual Glory, and to ſtir up themfelves and the } 
- Church to uſe all proper Means for recovering the 
divine Preſence, when it is in any Meaſure remo- 
ved. When the Bridegroom departs,” it becomes 
the Children of the Bride - Chamber to faſt and 
mourn, Matth. ix. 15. When the Lord removes | 
his gracious Preſence in any Meaſure, it becomes. | 
the Miniſters of the Sanctuary to ſtand and weep | 
between the Porch and the Altar, and to cry; Spare 
_ thy People, O Lord, ond. give nat thine H. nag 5 
3 Joel i 1), 4 

3aly. With reſpect to the Rennt oh Unity 3 | 
| Harmony, it is- incumbent-* upon the Church's | 
Watchmen to maintain it where it is, to endea- 
vour to recover it when in any Meaſure it is loſt. 
The Goſpel they preach is the Goſpel of Peace; 
the Embaſſy upon which they are ſent is a Meſ- 
ſage of Peace. If all the Members of the Church 
ſhould keep the Unity of the Spirit in the Bond of 
Peace, Eph. iv. 3. much more they whis by Oſkcs 
art the Miniſters of Peace) iow 6 bet, 
I now proceed to make ſome: 0 Uſe. f 
this Doctrine; and all the Uſe 1 make of it Jhall 
be by. AY of N e 75 


Vn 5 
If it be fo(! that N is much to be ( by-all, 


but: eſpegially by the Church's Watchmen, that 
ay ot the Lord may be upon the Church, "I 


+ Dodtrine ſerves to exhort every one of us, 
eſpecially ſuch. of us as are by Office the Church's 


the B. 
then 


Overſeers, to join Iſſue with the Man of God, in 
the Words of my Text, and to pray, Lat zie 3 
ty: of tbe Lord aur G het upon Ul. IL thalf: offer a 


few Conſiderations. Which ſhould move ànd excite 


us to this Exereiſe, and then ſubjoin a few Things 
incumbent upon us, who are the Church 8 Walen 
men, with reference to this. 


1ſt. I ſhall offer a few Things . ſhould 5 
move us to be concerned. that the mne of the 43 


ord may be upon us. 
1ſt. Let us conſider the Geb has no Beauty 
at all, if che Beauty of the Lord be not upon her. 


The Church's Unity and Purity, with the divine 


Preſence in the Midſt of her, are the Things that 
not only diſtinguiſh this Society from all others, 
but exalt the Church above the reſt of the World 


beſide. The Church is a high Hill, as the Hill of | 


Baſhan, P/alm Ixvili. Gy 85 and in the 16th Verſe, Why 
leap ye; ye high Hilit? This is the Hill which God de- 
fireth to duell in, yea, the Lord will dwell in it for. 2 
ver. The leaſt Deviation from Truth, when it be- 
comes univerſal, is a black Spot upon a Church; 


when the Beauty of Power departs, black a 
ty covers the Church : Whatever Flouriſh of a. 


Profeſſion there may be, yet that Church i is like a 


dead Carcaſe in the Lord's Sight, as the Church of 
| Sardis. was, Rev, iii. 1. Again, when Purity and 
Power are altogether loſt, that Church has no 


Beauty at all, ſhe is no more the Spouſe of Chriſt, 


but Satan's Synagogue, as the! W of Rome ar. 


* 8 18, : Fo „ d N 5 E 
ut) ee 5 adh. 


incumbent upon them. as they are the Oburch's 
Watchmen. 1. It belongs to them te watch a- 
gainſt thoſe Evils that may provoke the Lord to 
remove the Beauty of his gracious Preſence from 
his Church :. They ought carefully to obſerve theſe 
Corruptions, whether in Principle or Practice, 
which may ſin away the divine Preſence: It be- 
longs to their Office to ſhew unto the Lord's Peo- 
ple their Sins, to the Houfe of Jacob their Tranf- 
greſſons, Tha. lviii. 2. 2d. As they are Watch- | 
men they ſhould notice the Departure of the ſpi- | 
ritual Glory, and to ſtir up themfelves and the | 
Church to uſe all proper Means for tecovering the 
divine Preſence, when it is in any Meaſure remo- 
ved. When the Bridegroom departs, it becomes 
the Children of the Bride - Chamber to faſt and 
mourn, Matth. ix. 15. When the Lord removes 
his gracious Preſence in any Meaſure, it becomes 
the Miniſters of the Sanctuary to ſtand and weep 
between the Porch and the Altar, and to cry, Spare 
thy People, O Lord, and give not . thine H. ae 40 
: Gee Joel ii. 17. | 
'3dy. With reſpect to the Beauty 5 Unity 2 
| Harmony; it is. incumbent upon the Church's 
Watchmen to maintain it where it is, to endea · 
vour to recover it when in any Meaſure it is loſt. 


= - The Goſpel they preach is the Goſpel of Peace; 


the Embaſſy upon which they are. Fn is a Meſ- 
ſage of Peace. If all the Members of the Church 
. | ſhould keep the Unity of the Spirit in the Bond of 
Peace, Eph. iv. 3. much more they who by Offico 
are the Miniſters of Peace. 6: bb gs 1055 

I now proceed to make ſome: pon d 8 of 
this Doctrine; and all the Uſe I mee ch it Jhall 
be by. 7 of eee. 1 5 


3 5: 
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ty: ks Lord. aur Gel 87 phe us. I al 
few Conſiderations which fhould move ene excite . 
us to this Exereiſe, and then ſubjoin a few Things 
incumbent-upon us, who are the Church's "Watels- 
men, with reference to this. 

1ſt. I ſhall offer a few Things which ſhould 1 
move us to be concerned that the ae of the 
Wr may be upon us. 9 

1ſt. Let us conſider the Church; has no Beauty | 
at all, if the Beauty of the Lord be not upon her. 
The Church's Unity and Purity, with the divine 
Preſence in the Midſt of her, are the Things that 
not only diſtinguiſh this Society from all others, 
but exalt the Church above the reſt of the World 


| beſide. The Church is a high Hill, as the Hill of | 


Baſhan, P/alm Ixviii. 15. and in the i õth Verſæe, Why 


| leap ye; ye high Hills ? This is the Hill which God de- 1 


ſireth to dwell in, yea, the Lord will dwell in it for e- 
ver. The leaſt Deviation from Truth, when it be- 
comes univerſal, is a black Spot upon a Church; 
when the Beauty of Power departs, black Formali- | 
ty covers the ande Whatever Flouriſn of a 
Profeſſion there may be, vet that Church is like a. 
dead Carcaſe in the Lord's Sight, as the Church of 
Sardis. was, ' Rev. iii. 1. Again, when Purity and 
Power are altogether loſt, that Church has no 
Beauty at all, the is no more the Spouſe of Chriſt, 
but Satan's Synagogue, as the SER of en at 
e u es TY „ 


2dly. Let us conſider that the Beauty of the 
Lord upon the Church makes her beautiful indeed; 
ſhe is then an eternal Excellency, the Joy of many 
Generations, a. Ix. 15. fler Beauty is then a 
real Beauty; ſhe is beautiful in her Lord and in 
Husband's Eyes, he takes Delight and Pleaſure in 
her; ſhe is then a Crown of Glory in the Hand of 
the Lord, a royal Diadem in the Hand of her God; 
ſhe is then his Hephzibah and Beula, delighted in and 
married to the Lord, Ja. Ixii. 4. Her Beauty is 
then a moſt excellent Beauty; the is then beauti- 
ful as Tirza, comely as Feruſalem: She looketh 
Forth) as the Morning, fair as the Moon, clear as 
> the Sun, Song vi. 4, 10. All wordly Beauty and 
Slory cannot then be compared with the Church's 
Beauty, yea, the Splendor and Luſtre of the great- 
eſt and moſt glorious Kingdoms of this Eartlhy are 
but like a Babble 'unto that Splendor and Glory | 
that is upon the Church. When the Glory of the } 
Lil Lord riſeth upon the Church, Zion is then the Per- 
111F fection of Beauty, P/alm l. 2. Out of Zion the Per- | 
wt fedion of Beauty, God hath ſhined. Again, when 
ii the Beauty of the Lord is upon the Church, her 
Beauty is an aſtoniſhing Beauty ; her Enemies are 
ſtruck with Aſtoniſhment, yea, ſometimes with 
Terror, at the ſpiritual Luſtre and Splendor that is 
ſeen upon her, Pfalm xlviii. 2. Beautiful for Situ- 
ation is Mount Zion. Verſes 4, 5, 6. The Kings 
were ' aſſembled, they ſaw it, and fo they marvelled';' 
they were troubled, and haſted - away. Fear took hold 
upon them there. Yea, finally, when the Beauty of 
of the Lord is upon the Church, then her Beauty 
- is an alluring Beauty; others are engaged to come 
and join themſelves to this beautiful and lovely - | 
Society, J. Ix." 1, 3. Ariſe, ſhine, for thy Light 
is come, the Glory of the Lord ts riſen upon thee. 3 
5 | 1 e ſer ve 
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ſerye what follows i in the 3d Verſe, OR: the Gentiles 
| ſhall come to thy © oth 1 Ki inge. to the Bee 8 
thy Riſing. 
| 3dhy. *conſidery when the Beauty of the Lord i is 
upon the Church, the Lord Jeſus is therein greatly 
F honoured and glorified; then the gathering of the 
People is unto Shiloh; then the Flocks of Kedar are 
gathered unto him, the Rams of Nebajoth do mini- 

JF {ter unto him, they come up with Acceptance upon 
his Altar, and glorify the Houſe of his Glory; they 
ay as a Cloud, and as Doves to their Windows, 
l. 1x. 7, 8. Yea, the whole ef that Chapter is a 
Prophecy of the Beauty of the New Teſtament 
I cCnurch, and the Glory that ſhall redound to her 
Head the Lord Jeſus thereby. | 

8 4th/y. When the Beauty of Purity, Power and | 
unity, is upon the Church, then there is a ſpecial 
Luſtre and Splendor upon the Members of the 
Church, both Miniſters and People: They have a 
Luſtre of Heaven about them, they appear like the 
Children of the King. The Church's Seed is then 
rnouvn among the Gentiles, and her Offspring a- 
mong the People: All that ſee them acknowledge 
that they are the Seed which the Lord has bleſſed, 
Ih. xi. 9. When the Beauty of the Lord is up- 
on the Church, her Members appear in the Beauty 
of Holineſs, Pſalm cx. 3. In the Beauty of Holineſi 
sen the Monb of the Monring : Thou haſt the Dew of 


about them, Hoſ. iv. 5. 1 will be as the Dew to Il. 
rael. And then, in the 6th Verſe, His Beauty ſhall 


Church has no Beauty at all, except the Beauty of 
the Lord be upon her, if this makes her beautiful 


Luſtre and Splendor N all her Members, theſe 
| 15 SIO 
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thy Youth. There is then a ſweet Savour of Chriſt 
be as the Olive- Tree, his Smell as Lebanon. If the 


indeed, and honours the Lord Jeſus, and puts - 
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of the Lord be upon us. 1. l add two OE 
more upon this Head. 


many Symptoms and Evidences of a Departure of 
the ſpiritual, Beauty from us. If we look abroad 


to the reformed Churches, Have not the moſt Part 
of them loſt, much of the Beauty of Purity and 
Power. too; Error in Doctrine, and Corruption in 


Things ſhould move us to.cry, and let we Bart 


St. The ſpiritual e is very — 5 8 
| parted fromthe reformed Churches, and there are 


Practice, ſeem to prevail every where. The Grdinan- 


ces of Worſhip are corrupted, the | piritual Worſhip 
and Government of Chriſt's Houſe is quite marred in 
many of them. As for Inſtance, in our neighbouring 


Churches of England and Ireland, though their doc- 4 


trinal Articles bear ſome Meaſure of Conformity 


to the Word of God. yet, thro” a lordly Prelacy, 4 ö 
a carnal Diſcipline and human Ordinances of Wor- 


ſhip, the Beauty of Chriſt's Houſe is very much de- 
faced amongſt them, and groſs Ignorance, Immo- A 


rality and Profanity are the Fruits of this amongſt 


their People. Again, with reſpect to ourſelves; } 
dur Standards of Doctrine are pure, our Ordinan- 
ces of Worſhip, gur Rules for Diſcipline and Go- 
vernment, we hope, bear a Conformity to the divine 
Pattern: Thus far we enjoy as yet ſome Meaſure 
of the Beauty of Purity; yet, alas, We may ſay, | 
our ſpiritual Beauty is very much departed from 
us. What Heart- breaking Diviſions, Animoſities 3 
and Differences have been amongſt us? The Staves 


of Beauty and Bands have been broke aſunder : for 


the Diviſions of our Reuben there may be Searchings 


of. Heart. Again, how little of the Power of Re- 


ligion is to be found amongſt us Our Exerciſe 


bears not a Proportion to our Profeſſion; the Life 
of n lies bleeding. — to expire in our 
fo Streets; f 
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| 50 that Vigo of Faith and 3 that ſome- 
time has appeared, is very much abated. It. Was a 
feaſonable: Warning given us from this Placg upon 

an Occaſion of the like Nature not long ago, from 
ev. ih . Never theleſi l Have ſemewhat againſt thee, 
ecouſe thou haſt left thy; firſt Lone. Ah where is 
that Luſtre. and Splendor of Holineſs that ſhould be, 

and ſometimes has been the diſtinguiſhing Glory of © 
Miniſters and People Nay, may we not, in the 
Words of the Spirit of God by the Prophet, bewail, 

Lan, iv. J, 9. H et. Nazarites, were purer than Snow, 

they were whiter than Mill, they. were more ruday. in 

Weir Body than Rubies, their poliſhing Was of. ee 0 | 
Their Viſage is blacker than a Coal : They are net 
known: in the Street.: Their Skin cleaveth to their 
Bones. 1t is withered, it is becomè like a Stick * Theſe - 
and many! ſuch Evidences may be offered, that dur 
ſpiritual Beauty is much departed. from us.. 45 
EFinally, The Departure of the ſpiritual Beauty i is 

a Forerunner of ſad Calamities.. When the Beau- 
97 either of Purity, Power, or Unity, departs from 
a Church, it is an Evidence that the Lord is on his 
Way, if not to unchurch that People, yet to pu- 
niſh them. It is remarkable in the 9th of Fzeliel, be- 
Jbore the Commiſſion, is given to the Men with the 
blaughter- Weapons in their Hands, to go through 
rhe Maſt of the City, and to lay utterly Old and 
Young, in the 3d Verſe, the Glory departs from 
the Cherub to the Threſhold of the Houſe. The 
Departure of the ſpiritual Glory goes before a 5 
of Deſtruction and Deſolation: Ought not theſe 
Things to move us to a Concern that the Beauty | 
of the Lord may be upon us | 
I fhall ſhut up this Doctrine by 3 before | 
you-a few Things in a ſpecial Manner incumbent 
_— us who are the Church's Watchmen and 
8 | Overſeers 
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Overſeers. We ou ut not only to pay: that e 1 
Beauty of the Lord meytde upon the Church, but 3 
our utmoſt Endeayouts miiſt be uſed to maintain 
any Thing of the Beauty of the Lord that is upon 
us, and to recover any Meaſure of ſpiritual Baty 
that is wanting; and for this End let us beware 
- of every Thing that may marr r the Church' 's/Beau- | 3 
ty; more particularly,” | 1 
Firſt, It is incumbent upon u us to bewure of every 
Thing that may marr the Beduty ef Purity + Me 
ought to keep pure and intire the Ordinances of di- 
vine Inſtitution and Appointment, the Doctrine, 1 
- Worſhip, . Diſcipline and Government of Chriſt's | 4 
Houſe ; theſe, I ſay, ſhould be kept pure by us, 1 
and tranſmitted pure to our Poſterity, that our 
Children after us may ſee the Glory of the Lord. 
We have excellent Catechiſms, both Larger F and 1 
Shorter; an excellent Confeſſion of Faith, for 7 
"which we deſire to bleſs the Lord, tho? i Corrfeſli- 
ans are now boldly cried down by ſome in England, L 
and others in {reland, (of whom better Things might 
have been expected) as human and tyrannical Im- 
poſitions upon the Conſciences of Men. But what 
e our Standards of Doctrine be pure? If we do 
not preach the Word'of God purely, the Church's | 3 
Beauty will be marred by! us; it is our unqueſtio- 
badi Duty to hold faſt the Form of ſound . 
2 Tim. i. 13. The beaten Path, wherein the way-# 
faring Men before us have walked, is the ſafeſt. 
Again, it is not enough that we have pure Oer 
nances of Worihip, unleſs Spirituality in bia Z 
be maintained. If Miniſters turn flat and dead in 
the Duties of publick Worſhip, their ene 8. 
Hazard thereby to be hardend; © a liſeleſs and car- 
nal Way of ſerving the living God opened a} 
Door for all theſe Popiſh Cerimonies that have 
been 
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been a Plague. upon the Chriſtian Church. When 
Men once loſt, the Spirituality of Worſhip (as the 
judicious Dr. Owen obſerves) they behoved to have 
t omething to fill their natural Eyes, and gratify 


caſe themſelves with 
odlineſs ? Yea, far- 


„ Diſcipline, unleſs our Diſcipline be managed in a 


J 


» = 
= _ 
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amel, the Conviction and Recovery of ſuch as 


8 
>= 


] Chat it is very rare to ſee any fatisfying Evidences 
rf ſerious Redntines amongſt them that fall. 
Purcly it becomes us, who are the Church's Over- 
Peers, both Miniſters and Elders, ſeriouſly to in- 
t Huire how we manage the ' ſpiritual Sword, left 
Fbeir Obduration and Hardneſs be imputable to ſome 
t W&-v1pable Defect in us. Finally, With reſpect to the 
Povernment of the Church, we have ſuch Office - 
s earers as Chriſt hath appointed in_ his Houſe, 
FFamely, the Elder who labours in Word and'Doc- 
Prine, the Elder who rules, the Deacon who takes 
Lare of the poor Members of the Church; we 
Have alſo, ſuch Courts as Chriſt hath eſtabliſhed in 
he Church, Seſſions, Presbyteries, provincial Sy- 
Inods, and national Aſſemblies; it is incumbent up- 
on us to preſerve this Government pure and intire. 
eſſions are ſubordinate to Presbyteries, and are 
accountable to them for all their ſeffional Manage- 
5 e e 9 
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W . as F e are to 


obſerve; that, in order. to gur preſerving the Ga 


vernment pure, it is need ul we commit the ( Gbyein- | | 


ment of the Chureh to faithful Men, - yea, the Pu- 


rity of. Doctrine, Worlhjp ip and Diſelf ine, as well 


411 a 


as that of the F te are here nearlz eon 
cerned: Nothing can more, endanger the Church's 8 
Beauty than, corrupt Office-Bearers, and! it has been 
found that a orfußt Nan has ever been the - 


Ruin of the Church; + herefore. it is incumbent; up= 


on us, that we, tale he whom ve receive In 0 1 
the Miniſtry, and alſo how. we. Teceive' Men into 


fovinel- | 
al Synods, and they to the national Aſfethb J and, | 
if the State of the Church' did allow -of &curehical 
Aſſemblies, national Aﬀemblies oa owe Subjec- 
tion to them. IT his is that beautiſul Order that Chriſt 
hath inftituted in- his Houſe. 1 m 30 here an in 
er | 


_ 
_——_ 


the Miniſtry; I ſay, It belongs to us 'to look well 7 
whom we receive into "the Miniftry, that they 'be 8 


ſuch, who, ſo far. as we can diſcern, have ſome 23 
Feeling and Experience of a Work, of God os 2 


3 bh 
* 
7 - a 
+; 


their own Hearts, and who. ſeek into the Min 
not merely to obtain a avelyhood, or ro, Wake 
Trade of Þ Preaching, but who have h | higher and 


more noble Ends before them. even, the Glo) y 8 of i 


85 
3 


Chriſt, and the Salv ation of others. Alſo we ſhould 


look well how we receive them into. the Miniſtry, 4 


namely, that they be taken in in that Way and 


Manner that Chriſt as apf poipted bis Miniſters ta 4 


x 


be ſet over his Church, 1 they. be received by 


that Door at which. "Chriſt wil! oe aft his Mint: 
ſters to enter; 1 mean, at the Door « fa re lar E. a 
lection and Call. To impoſe and bree a 1 

upon a Chriſtian People, 1s to. exerciſe a Lord: 


thip 8 ee Dominion over. the ere of ö 
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oy 3%. Let gs bes Bo ie the 
Degarps of Power: We ſhould. be careful leſt th 
eine Preſence be removed from us thre' our Sin“? 

or this End, In the firſt Place; a faithful Application 
f Doctrine is needful on our Part. God has pro- 
Nniſed his Preſence to his Miniſters, yet we cannot 
expect the divine Preſence but in a faithful Diſ-. 
Fharge of our Duty. What the Spirit of Godſpeaks* 
by the Prophet. Jeremiub, concerning the Prophets 
pf that Time, 1 is remarkable Jer. XXL 2835 Tf tbey: 5 
bat ſtobd in my Cohncil, and had cauſed my People fo bean 
ry Words, then ſpuuld they hive turned them from their e. 
pil Way, val from the Evil of their Doings j intimating 

Mo us, that the Sermons or Preachings of theſe Pro- 
P hets had not Sgeceſb, and that becauſe they were 
ot faithful in their Doctrine. If we would have 
he Preſehce of the Lord: with us in our Preachings;: 
b becomes us to addreſs burſelves to the OGonſcien- 
es of our Hearers; cloſely to attack the ſtrong 
Holds of their natural Corruption, to diſcover. par- 
ticularly their Sin and Miſery by their Apoſtaly 
rom God! in the RE Adam, and the: Help 1 that is 
9 for them in che Lord Jeſus the ſecbnd Adam; their 
Ruin by the Breach of their firſt Covenant, and the 
1 Poly Kiely” from this Ruin by the Covenant of 
race: We ought to preach the Neeeſſity of a vi- 
2 * Union with Chriſt Jeſus, without which we can 
have noCommunion with him here; and if we have no 
Communion with him in Grace | here, we ſhall have 
none With Hit in 'Glory hereaſter: Him- we muſt 
9 exhibit. as the only behutiſul Foundation that is laid 
Win Zi, as the recious and chief Corner. Stone; i 
| towards him ue all ' our Preaching 8 point, as the 
Lord our Righteouſheſs and. Strength. otherways 
there Will. be little Beauty and Glory in them; to 
*. we right lead our e 0 ther 
their 
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uſe their . to maintain we Beauty 
of Purity and Unity, and to obtain thæ Beauty of 
Power ; yea, this whole Church and Nation! are 
under the moſt ſolemn: Engagements to maintain 
dle beautiful Doctrine, Worſhip. Diſeipline and 
ME Government of Chriſt's Mouſe, Unity in the Lord 
c mongſt ourſelves, and to purſue after the Life and 
Power of Religion and Godlineſs. This is what is 
g chiefly intended in our national Covenants, which 
were the Honour of our Land, and u Fruit and E- 
vidence of the Beauty of the: Lord upon us, tho” 
they have been contemned in the ſeveral Periods of 
this Church, by Men of different I enominations, 
from different and often contrary Views. 
e proceed to the cond. Petition of the Man of 
1 Godi in my Text, The Work of our Hands eſtabliſh thou 
= 1¹ and a ſecond. Doctrine from the Verſe, which 
is. 7 Bat facht, whom Cod emplays. in his Work +] 
4 ſhould. be Tmportunate, 1th Vim for. Afi tance: and 
Succeſs in i. All L intend upon this Doctrine &, 
in the firſt Place, briefly: to ſpeak of the Work the 
Church's Watchmen are employed. in; and then, 
24h. to ſhew ,why they; ſhould be importunate with 
him and, 34h o offer en by; OY a of e 
cal 'Uſe.-. T031+t5 3 3 72. ay S 
11. What is the Walt che 1 hueb's is 
Watchmen, are employed, in , Tanſer,” There 
is a twofold Work that they are mainly employed 
in, to wit, the Work of Gathering in, and the 
Work of Building up the Church. To gather in 
Sinners to Chriſt is one Part of the Work that the”; 
Lord puts into the Hands of  Miniſters:;., for-; this 
End the Miniſtry of; Reconciliation, 3 is; committed 
unto them ; it is for this. End they are.ſent forth - 
as Ambaſſadors for Chrit, to intreat- men to be 
reconciled to God, 2 Chr. v. 19, 20. Again, ano- 
ther Part of the Work that. they are employed in 
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is to build up wi 1 Ti b. dle Church of Be. 
lievers muſt be built up in the, Knowledge of Choilt, 
-rill they attain unto 8 Noon - Day · Viſion of Glo- 
ry; they muſt be built up in SanCtification and Ho- 
linefs; chro' Faith, till the Werk ef Sanctifcation 
de compleated in Glorification': For this End Mi- 
niſters are Shepherds, and it belongs to them to 
feed Chriſt's Sheep and Lambs; Miniſters are 
Stewards of the Myſteries of God, and it belongs 
to them to divide the ſpiritual Bread and to give 
tlie Children of the Houſe” their Food in Seaſorr : 


. bandry; his ſpiritual Building, and. Miniſters are 
Labourers together with him, 1 Cor. iii, 9. Ina 


Word, a Gofpel-Miniftry, and all Ordinances wWhat- 


ſoever, are given for gathering in and building up 
the Church, Eph. iv. 11, 12. 1 Yome Apoſtles, 
and ſome Prophets," and home Evangeliſts;""\uhd ſome 
* Paſtors and Teachers, for the perfecting of the Saints 
for che Work of the Miniſtry, ad for edif y ing the 
Body of Chriſt; this is the Work we are W 


ed in, and all of us ſhould be importunate wit 


the Lord, for Aſſiſtance and Succeſs ſrom him in 


the Work. And J offer the following.Reaſons/:! 


Firſt, Upon the Account of the Greatneſs df the 
bays ö — 7 1 1 14 ; 8 $ . . . b 14 F * F bd .-v ; : ; 
:the Work. To gather in Sinners to Chriſt is a 


great Work; it is ſo great that it requires creatin 


Power; yea, it is a greater Work by far than the 
firſt Creation of Things out of nothing. Here the 


exceeding Greatneſs of Jebovab's Power is put 


Forth, ' Eph. i. 19. The Lord appropriates this 
Work to himſelf; tho' be employ Miniſters as his 


Inſtruments, yet it is his Calling, yea, the high G 


2 29h.” Miniſters ſhould be imporrunate with him 
on the Account of their own Weakneſs; they are 


inſufficient ' for the Work of themſelves; they are 


Men, 


T I 
ten, hey ate Raful Men; They are Men of Ike 
Paſſions with others ; This Treaſure is in eartben 
elt, +hat the E. een 525 the Power way be of 'G Grd, 
Cor. n . 
The Difteultkes cher wre have to coca 
ich make this: Importünity needful. The ſtrong 
Folds of natural Enmity and Depravation muſt be 
Wt tacked, and "theſe ffrong Holds are aided. 71 
fifted by all the Power, Malice and Policy of 
olan; he is the ſtrong Man that keeps the Houſe. 
od makes all the Refiſtatice he can unto the Work 
Df the Lord in the Hand of the Church's Overſetis'; 
ee wilt keep the Poſſeſſioſi till a ſtron ger bind and 
aſt him out“ The World alſo bears 1 thveterate 
Ernnity and Prejudice at the ſpiritual ] Laws, Cen- 
ores and Government of Chriſt's Houſe; they will 
ot have this Man to reign over them ; they fay, 
eus break the Lords Bands afunder, if caſt aw 
rut fron ut, Pfalm ii. 3. In 4 Works = M 
nom God eniploys 1 in his Work have Men and 
bs 1 Devils againſt them, Hell and Earth againſt them 3 
Wherefore they mould be importunate that the 
F Lord mi give Aſſiſtance and Succeſs in the Work. 
i _ All the Uſe I make of this Doctrine, is in. a 
ord” by Way of Exhortation. _ 
q 1 2 it by fo, 55 ſuch whom God employ 8 i fs 
9 Work mold de imporinate with him for Aﬀi- 
tance and Succeſs in 7 this doth exhort us, 
i ho are. in the Miniſtty, in 4 ſpecial Manner, to 
e importünate With the Lord, that he may put to 
Inis Hand to his 'owh Work, that he may be with 


pF \ jus in the Work, and give Success to dür Endea- 


ours. Let us all cry With Moſes tie Man of God. 
Win the Words of oo Text, The Work of our Hands 
| Hd e Ir, Met Mork of our Hands eu 
fer r fe Con 1 to . 


— 
- 


* 


Ee 


f | 25 5 
- this 6 and then conclude with a Word | 
to the Chriſtian People. wr) 


| Firſt of all, Let us conſider che Lord: > Work 0 
1 goes flowly on amongſt. our Hands at this Day; 


the Work of Gathering in, and the Work of Buil- Wi 
ding up, is very much at a Stand; it is the gene- 
ral and too well-founded Regret of all, who have 3 ] 
any Meaſure of ſpiritual Diſcerning, that the Go- F 1 
F£ a has little Succeſs either for Converſion or Con. 1 
rmation, that Iſrael is not gathered, that few are 
brought in to Chriſt, and that the Work of the 
Lord goes but low ly on amongſt them that are in © | 
Chriſt, that they are not built up in Holineſs, that 
Religion in its Life and Power is very low egg 
them. Theſe Things have a double Voice unto 1 
us in the Miniſtf y. 4 ; 
Firſt, They call vpon us to try captives, leſt , 
| ee be any Cauſe on our Part why Matters are o. 4 
Have we not Reaſon to inquire if our Hands en. 5 
pheyed with that Activity and Diligence about the 
ord's Work that becomes, if we travail as in Birth | 
till Chriſt be formed in the Hearts of our Hearers, [. 
if we have a ſuitable Concern for Souls upon our 
Spirits, if we water our Preachings, and other Parts| 1 | 
of our Miniſterial Work, with Prayer for Succeſs 
and Increaſe, if our Walk and Converſation be like 
our Doctrine, if it be ſuch as becomes the Miniſters (i 1 
and Ambaſſadors of the Lord Jeſus ? All theſe F 
Things are neceſſary Means to make the Work 
of the Lord go on proſperouſly in our Hands. But 
are there any pork auch us who will not find Rea- 
ſon, after a ſerious Communing. with your own 


1 


Hearts, to fay, Lord enter not into Fudem ent with Y | | 
thy Servant? zdhy. If the Lord's Work goes ſſow- 
ly on, this calls us to that e that my 


et us cry, 


Test and Poctine do, demand of us. 
4 chat | 


— SY 


100 27 ) 5 
hat the Lord may put 15 his Hand to his own 
Work, and make it proſper in our Hands, The 
orb of our. Hands eſtabliſh thou it, ke. | 
24h. Let us conſider, many eminent Arne 
ho were employed in the Work of the Lord, 
> have been carried off the Stage of Ne ſome of them 
In their Prime and Vigour, who, b 7. Courſe of Na- 
ure, might have had their Hands much longer 
boutzthe Lord's Work. This City has ſmarted 
nder ſuch Strokes, this Preabytcty and this Pra- 
ince, frequently, yea, the whole Church and Land; 
Ind tho' there are not a few that are looking towards 
ne holy Miniſtry, yet it is to be feared there are few 
so fill 25 the Rooms of the able Underworkers, who 
ov reſt from their Labours. Our Juda may ſay, 
e Rubbifh i is great, and the Strength of the Bearers 
1 bf Burdens is decayed. Should not this move to an 
mportunity with the Lord, that he kg to his 
land to his own Work ? Let us c Work of 
pur Hands ene ng it, Dea, the W. ok of our H ands 
abliſb tlou it. 
3dly. Conſider, though all DEN ſhould be at 
ork, if the Lord put not his own Hand to the 
| ork, it will never go on; the Work is ſo great, 
and we are ſo weak, that it can never go on with- 
out him; the Difficulties are fo ſtrong, that we can 
ever ſurmount them without him. Paul doth plant, 
and Apollos doth water; but God doth give the In- 
creaſe. | 
_ 4. Importunity has often prevailed with him. 
The ſeveral Ages of the Church can afford remar- 
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Members were all with one Accord in Prayer and 
Supplication, when the Holy Ghoſt'came down up: 


on the Apoſtles, A@#s-ii. 1, 2. They were oh 15 
ployed in importunate Prayer, and God came 
= | N | | | den 


kable Inſtances of this; the infant primitive Church- _ 
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| down from Heavep, and did put to his Hand to his i 


wn Work, They, O what glorious Fit did follow! | 


3 
[IP % 


Thoufands were born at opce in Zien. That great 
Man of Godin our own Land, Mr. Robert B rue, Was 
'pycrheard in ſecret Prayer, before he came to the 

*Publick, ſaying, I proteſt. I will not go except 
_ thou go with me, I xill not go except thou go with Wil 
me. And when he came forth, God was ſeen to be 
in and with him; as the Author of the fulfilling Bl 
of the Scriptures narrates, a Shower of divine In- 


N 2 „God will appear and will put to his Hand 
to his own Work. If it ſhould be inquired at us, 
Watchmen, what of the Night? May we not give W 
the Return the Prophet is directed to give, Ja. 
xi. 12, The, Morning cometh, and alſo. the Night ? 
The Church at this Time is under many threatning 
Providences that preſage a Night, yet theſe very Pro 
vidences preſage that the Morning is coming. T 
we are now under threatning Providences is evident, 
if we eonſider the univerſal Degeneracy of the 
_ reformed Churches from the Purity, Power, ſpiri- 
tual Life, and Vigour that appeared in reforming | 
Days and Times; the great Ones of the Earth do 
720 concern themſelves in the Intereſt of Chriſt's. 
Kingdom and Glory, farther than they think Re- 
Tigion ſubſervient to their own political Intereſts; 
no Care is taken either about Perſonal, Family op 
National Reformation; yea, at this , the 
Foundations are boldly ſtruck at, not only by open 
and avowed Atheiſts and Deiſts, that deny all re- 
vealed Religion, but alſo by ſame, who,  tho' they 
profeſs a. Regard for divine Revelation, yet are 
nat aſtaid to move Debates about the ſupreme Dei: 


* 
1 = * 
6 * 


eee 


og] > 

nn of: Ge "whos the trite God eve 
od over all bleſſed for ever. Vea, farther, if wa 
ponſider, that Profanity as = Flood has /overfiown 


& alſo 


pave fallen into a deep ſpiritual Lethargy, 9 


Konig, for ſome Tears bypaſt, ſeems rather to have 
athered Strength, than to bs weakned; all theſe 
hings preſage that our Night may be yet darker: 
Vhether the three Days and the Half of Killi 
he Witneſſes, mentioned Rev. ii. 7. be yet paſt of 
> come, I cannot determine. I do not think a. 
y can poſſibly determine, tho? various and different 
onjectures have been made; but I may ſay, the 
5 reſent State of the reformed Churches threatens an 
oerflowing Scourge. Yet, let me alſo. add, the 
lorniag cometh, the Morning of God's appearing 
r his own Work; there is a Bow in the Church's 
arkeſt Cloud; the Church's s greateſt Extremity, 
nd the Lord's s Appear ing, have, in all Ages of the 
| church, ordinarily tryſted together. I ſhall con- 
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Nude this Head with a judicious Reflection or two 
f that great Obſerver of divine Providences, the 
Luthor of the fulfilling of the Scriptures, in his 
ppendix to the firſt Part of that excellent Work: 
Ifter having obſerved, that the Church has gone 
rough that long continued and moſt diſtnal Trial, 
bich, under the Time of the Gol pel, until the 
loſe of Time, was to oyer bas Head, even 
3 at ſore Bondage from Fenicheith and under his - 
Reign: This Winter being in a great Meaſure now: 
paſt, and her Spring begun, (lays he) there are 
clear and continuing Symptoms, by which ſome 
notable Criſis in her Condition ma been, 
that after many Conflicts and" for  Wreſtlings,” . 1 
Ines her * ge” over Antichriſt, * Tims | 
5 6 ime fs 5 


NT , 


Ag 
a4 
T4 

we 

a 
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. Churches, and that every one of them ſeem te hs | | 1 
he preſent State ofthe Antichrifian Kingdom ; 7 Es | 


7 3 {> 
oth : Church? Ce to fall waderthet| 


ore r kable Aſſault, which may be looked 
or from this Adverſary, before the pouring out 
+06 de kith Vial upon his Throne and - Seat, 
<'which, as a preludium of ſo great a Victory, may, 
in ſome Proportion thereto, be more dreac ful and 
*« ſharp, for a Time, than any we have ſeen: The if 
Seriptures point iclearly at this, which ſhew the 
« wreſtling Condition of the Church, and a War 3 
3 continued detwixt Antichriſt» and the Lamb, 
even in his falling State, until the laſt Deciſion J 
put bim off the Field, Rev: xvii. 14. For the Lamb i 
« /ball overcome, and they whe are on his Side, who are Wilh« 
called, choſen, and faithful.” As a Woman: when 
ſhe. is in Travail, her ſharpeſt Showers go. before 
and haſten the Delivery, ſo the Church's Victory 
over Antichriſt may come through one of the ſo- 
| _ reſtand. ſharpeſt Aſſaults from this Adverſary, Mie. 
. 3. Be in Pain, O Daughter of - Zion, and go 
forth into Babylon, or there ſhult thou be delivered. 
After all, whatever Steps the Lord may take, this 
is ſure, the Lord will ſave Zion, and build the Ci- 
ties of Judah; the Time to favour Zion is ſet, and 
the ſet Time is haſtning apace. Will God appear 
for his Work? Then let us meet an appearing God, 
whether in a Way of Judgment or Mercy, with Wl 
a. fervent. Importunity, that he may put to his ou 
Hand to the Work of Gaben in and Building 
up the buch! | 

| 4 ſhall conclude all with a Word to 8 * Chriſti- St] 
H an People, and there are two or three Things 1 18 
would recommend to you. u. 

. Firſt, Has the Lord employed your . eee | 

|: and Overieers i in his Work, in the Work of Ga. 
thering in and Building up the Church? Take heed 
that As weaken not the * Hands; deſpiſe 


not 


Ah 
* * 


zot their Perſons, but eſteem then 
Work's Sake; "ſubmit to their fa 
arnings, - Admonitions'and Coun 
7: Obey thin that have the Rule" 
bmit yourſelves, for they watch for your Soi 
= :y. Be not ſtumbled at the Lord's WE 
e Account of the Weakneſſegithat do attend 
WV orkmen : We whom God has employed in the 
Vork are carthen Veſſels, Men of like Paſſions _ 
ich yourſelves, compaſſed about with Infirmities 
well as you, and you have Reaſon to Bleſs the 
Word that the Work is committed to ſuch;; you _” 
Would not have born the Preſence of Angel lad „ 
hc Work been in their Hands; and they eould * 
Wot have dealt with you from a Feeling of yo =, 
nfirmities : No doubt you may obſerve the man; 
WF ailings that do attend us in ook wes 410403 5 
es, in our Managements in Judicatories, and in the 
Whole of our Deportment. But O remember the 
Work we are employed in is the Lord's Work, 

erefore ſtumble not at the Lord's Work in our 


. 
F 


3 ands. . * 


34%) Look well how.the Work of God thrives 
n your Hearts. If it doth not thrive in your Hearts, 
Wt doth not proſper in your Hands; if the Work 

f Faith with Power be not wrought in you, if you 
re not built up in Holineſs and Comfort, through - . 
Faith unto Salvation, our Labour is all loſt amongſt | 
We Finally, Join with us in this holy Importunity, 1 
hat the Lord may put to his Hand to his own - 
Work; this God requires from you as well as from 
us, and the Gain and Advantage will be yours as 
nuch as ours. If you in this Place were importu. 
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